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Trust in the Lord with all your heart;  
    do not depend on your own understanding.
PROVERBS 3:5

the cities you uprooted are now 
forgotten.

 7 But the Lord reigns forever,
executing judgment from his 

throne.
 8 He will judge the world with 

justice
and rule the nations with 

fairness.
 9 The Lord is a shelter for the 

oppressed,
a refuge in times of trouble.

10 Those who know your name trust 
in you,

for you, O Lord, do not abandon 
those who search for you.

11 Sing praises to the Lord who 
reigns in Jerusalem.*

Tell the world about his 
unforgettable deeds.

12 For he who avenges murder cares 
for the helpless.

He does not ignore the cries of 
those who suffer.

9:11 Hebrew Zion; also in 9:14.  

PROVERBS 2:16‑22
16 Wisdom will save you from the 

immoral woman,
from the seductive words of the 

promiscuous woman.
17 She has abandoned her husband

and ignores the covenant she 
made before God.

18 Entering her house leads to death;
it is the road to the grave.*

19 The man who visits her is doomed.
He will never reach the paths 

of life.
20 Follow the steps of good men 

instead,
and stay on the paths of the 

righteous.
21 For only the godly will live in the 

land,
and those with integrity will 

remain in it.
22 But the wicked will be removed 

from the land,
and the treacherous will be 

uprooted.
2:18 Hebrew to the spirits of the dead.  

GENESIS 23:1–24:51
When Sar ah was 127 years old, 2

 she 
died at Kir i ath-  arba (now called He-
bron) in the land of Ca naan. There 
Abra ham mourned and wept for her.

3
 Then, leaving her body, he said 

to the Hit tite elders, 4
 “Here I am, a 

stranger and a foreigner among you. 
Please sell me a piece of land so I can 
give my wife a proper burial.”

5
 The Hit tites replied to Abra ham, 

6
 “Listen, my lord, you are an honored 

prince among us. Choose the finest 
of our tombs and bury her there. No 
one here will refuse to help you in this 
way.”

7
 Then Abra ham bowed low before 

the Hit tites 8
 and said, “Since you are 

willing to help me in this way, be so 
kind as to ask Eph ron son of Zo har 
9

 to let me buy his cave at Mach pe lah, 
down at the end of his field. I will pay 
the full price in the presence of wit-
nesses, so I will have a permanent 
burial place for my fam i ly.”

10
 Eph ron was sitting there among 

the others, and he answered Abra-
ham as the others listened, speaking 
publicly before all the Hit tite elders of 
the town. 11

 “No, my lord,” he said to 
Abra ham, “please listen to me. I will 
give you the field and the cave. Here in 
the presence of my people, I give it to 
you. Go and bury your dead.”

12
  Abra ham again bowed low be-

fore the citizens of the land, 13
 and 

Lord, sometimes what’s happening in this country feels 
out of control. We’re swept up in a swirl of charges and 
counter-charges, lies and half-truths. But you are Truth—
and you can handle it all. I put my hope in you, Lord.  
Help our leaders do the same. Amen.
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DAY 1

“Therefore, say to the people of Israel: ‘I am the Lord. I will 
free you from your oppression and will rescue you from 
your slavery in Egypt. I will redeem you with a powerful 
arm and great acts of judgment.’”
EXODUS 6:6

EXODUS 5:22–7:25
Then  Moses went back to the Lord 
and protested, “Why have you 
brought all this trouble on your own 
people, Lord? Why did you send me? 
23

 Ever since I came to Pha raoh as your 
spokesman, he has been even more 
brutal to your people. And you have 
done nothing to rescue them!”
6:1

 Then the Lord told  Moses, “Now 
you will see what I will do to Pha raoh. 
When he feels the force of my strong 
hand, he will let the people go. In fact, 
he will force them to leave his land!”

2
 And God said to  Moses, “I am 

 Yahweh—‘the Lord.’* 3 I appeared to 
Abra ham, to  Isaac, and to Jacob as 
 El-  Shad dai—‘God Almighty’*—  but I 
did not reveal my name, Yahweh, to 
them. 4 And I reaffirmed my cov enant 
with them. Under its terms, I prom-
ised to give them the land of Ca naan, 
where they were living as foreigners. 
5

 You can be sure that I have heard the 
groans of the people of Is ra el, who 
are now slaves to the Egyptians. And 
I am well aware of my cov enant with 
them.

6
 “Therefore, say to the people of 

Is ra el: ‘I am the Lord. I will free you 
from your oppression and will rescue 
you from your slavery in Egypt. I will 
redeem you with a powerful arm and 
great acts of judgment. 7 I will claim 
you as my own people, and I will be 
your God. Then you will know that I 
am the Lord your God who has freed 
you from your oppression in Egypt. 
8

 I will bring you into the land I swore 
to give to Abra ham,  Isaac, and Jacob. I 
will give it to you as your very own pos-
session. I am the Lord!’”

9
 So  Moses told the people of Is ra el 

what the Lord had said, but they re-
fused to listen anymore. They had 

become too discouraged by the bru-
tality of their slavery.

10
 Then the Lord said to  Moses, 

11
 “Go back to Pha raoh, the king of 

Egypt, and tell him to let the people of 
Is ra el leave his country.”

12
 “But Lord!”  Moses objected. “My 

own people won’t listen to me any-
more. How can I expect Pha raoh to 
listen? I’m such a clumsy speaker!*”

13
 But the Lord spoke to  Moses and 

 Aaron and gave them orders for the 
 Is ra el ites and for Pha raoh, the king of 
Egypt. The Lord commanded  Moses 
and  Aaron to lead the people of Is ra el 
out of Egypt.

14
 These are the ancestors of some of 

the clans of Is ra el:
The sons of Reuben, Israel’s oldest 

son, were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, 
and Carmi. Their descendants 
became the clans of Reuben.

15
 The sons of Simeon were Jemuel, 

Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar, and 
Shaul. (Shaul’s mother was 
a Canaanite woman.) Their 
descendants became the clans of 
Simeon.

16
 These are the descendants of Levi, 
as listed in their family records: 
The sons of Levi were Gershon, 
Kohath, and Merari. (Levi lived to 
be 137 years old.)

17
 The descendants of Gershon 

included Libni and Shimei, each 
of whom became the ancestor of 
a clan.

18
 The descendants of Kohath 

included Amram, Izhar, Hebron, 
and Uzziel. (Kohath lived to be 
133 years old.)

19
 The descendants of Merari 

included Mahli and Mushi.
These are the clans of the  Le vites, as 
listed in their fam i ly records.

Lord, you stood with Moses when he felt overwhelmed, 
and you’ll stand with any leader who leans on you. 
I pray that our leaders—from our mayors to our 
governors to the president—will do just that. Give  
them the humility to know they need you. Amen.
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DAY 2

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. 
    The world and all its people belong to him.
PSALM 24:1

law that a man could give his wife a 
written notice of divorce and send her 
away?”* they asked.

8
  Jesus replied, “ Moses permitted di-

vorce only as a concession to your hard 
hearts, but it was not what God had 
originally intended. 9 And I tell you this, 
whoever divorces his wife and marries 
someone else commits adultery—un-
less his wife has been unfaithful.*”

10
  Jesus’ disciples then said to him, 

“If this is the case, it is better not to 
marry!”

11
 “Not every one can accept this 

statement,”  Jesus said. “Only those 
whom God helps. 12

 Some are born 
as  eu nuchs, some have been made 
 eu nuchs by others, and some choose 
not to marry* for the sake of the King-
dom of Heaven. Let anyone accept this 
who can.”
18:21 Greek my brother.  18:22 Or seventy-seven times.  
18:24 Greek 10,000 talents [375 tons or 340 metric tons 
of silver].  18:28 Greek 100 denarii. A denarius was 
equivalent to a laborer’s full day’s wage.  18:35 Greek 
your brother.  19:4 Gen 1:27; 5:2.  19:5 Gen 2:24.  
19:7 See Deut 24:1.  19:9 Some manuscripts add 
And anyone who marries a divorced woman commits 
adultery. Compare Matt 5:32.  19:12 Greek and some 
make themselves  eu nuchs.  

PSALM 23:1‑6
A psalm of David.
 1 The Lord is my shepherd;

I have all that I need.
 2 He lets me rest in green meadows;

he leads me beside peaceful 
streams.

 3 He renews my strength.
He guides me along right paths,

bringing honor to his name.
 4 Even when I walk

through the darkest valley,*
I will not be afraid,

for you are close beside me.
Your rod and your staff

protect and comfort me.
 5 You prepare a feast for me

in the presence of my enemies.
You honor me by anointing my 

head with oil.
My cup overflows with 

blessings.
 6 Surely your goodness and 

unfailing love will pursue me
all the days of my life,

and I will live in the house of the 
Lord

forever.
23:4 Or the dark valley of death.  

PROVERBS 5:22‑23
22 An evil man is held captive by his 

own sins;
they are ropes that catch and 

hold him.
23 He will die for lack of  self-  control;

he will be lost because of his 
great foolishness.

EXODUS 8:1–9:35
1* Then the Lord said to  Moses, “Go 
back to Pha raoh and announce to 
him, ‘This is what the Lord says: Let 
my people go, so they can worship 
me. 2 If you refuse to let them go, I will 
send a plague of frogs across your en-
tire land. 3

 The Nile River will swarm 
with frogs. They will come up out of 
the river and into your palace, even 
into your bedroom and onto your bed! 

They will enter the houses of your of-
ficials and your people. They will even 
jump into your ovens and your knead-
ing bowls. 4

 Frogs will jump on you, 
your people, and all your officials.’”

5* Then the Lord said to  Moses, 
“Tell  Aaron, ‘Raise the staff in your 
hand over all the rivers, canals, and 
ponds of Egypt, and bring up frogs 
over all the land.’” 6

 So  Aaron raised 
his hand over the waters of Egypt, and 

Lord, remind me often: You’ve got this world in your hands. 
Upcoming elections, the economy, my life, and the lives 
of those I love. All I see is yours, and so is all I can’t yet 
see. I don’t need to feel anxiety or surrender to cynicism. 
Remind me. Amen.
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DAY 3

The Lord hears his people when they call to him for help. 
    He rescues them from all their troubles.
PSALM 34:17

173 February 14
64

 So we request that you seal the tomb 
until the third day. This will prevent 
his disciples from coming and stealing 
his body and then telling every one he 
was raised from the dead! If that hap-
pens, we’ll be worse off than we were 
at first.”

65
  Pi late replied, “Take guards and 

secure it the best you can.” 66 So they 
sealed the tomb and posted guards to 
protect it.
27:32  Cy re ne was a city in northern Africa.  
27:35 Greek by casting lots. A few late manuscripts 
add This fulfilled the word of the prophet: “They 
divided my garments among themselves and cast 
lots for my robe.” See Ps 22:18.  27:38 Or criminals; 
also in 27:44.  27:46a Some manuscripts read Eloi, 
Eloi.  27:46b Ps 22:1.  27:49 Some manuscripts add 
And another took a spear and pierced his side, and 
out flowed water and blood. Compare John 19:34.  
27:54 Greek The centurion.  27:62 Or On the next 
day, which is after the Preparation.  

PSALM 34:1-10*
A psalm of David, regarding the time 
he pretended to be insane in front of 
Abimelech, who sent him away.

 1 I will praise the Lord at all times.
I will constantly speak his 

praises.
 2 I will boast only in the Lord;

let all who are helpless take 
heart.

 3 Come, let us tell of the Lord’s 
greatness;

let us exalt his name together.
 4 I prayed to the Lord, and he 

answered me.
He freed me from all my fears.

 5 Those who look to him for help 
will be radiant with joy;

no shadow of shame will darken 
their faces.

 6 In my desperation I prayed, and 
the Lord listened;

he saved me from all my 
troubles.

 7 For the angel of the Lord is a 
guard;

he surrounds and defends all 
who fear him.

 8 Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Oh, the joys of those who take 

refuge in him!
 9 Fear the Lord, you his godly 

people,
for those who fear him will have 

all they need.
10 Even strong young lions 

sometimes go hungry,
but those who trust in the Lord 

will lack no good thing.
34 This psalm is a Hebrew acrostic poem; each 
verse begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet.  

PROVERBS 9:7-8
 7 Anyone who rebukes a mocker will 

get an insult in return.
Anyone who corrects the wicked 

will get hurt.
 8 So don’t bother correcting 

mockers;
they will only hate you.

But correct the wise,
and they will love you.

EXODUS 37:1–38:31
Next Bez a lel made the Ark of acacia 
 wood—  a sa cred chest 45 inches long, 
27 inches wide, and 27 inches high.* 
2

 He overlaid it inside and outside with 
pure gold, and he ran a molding of 
gold all around it. 3 He cast four gold 
rings and attached them to its four 

feet, two rings on each side. 4 Then 
he made poles from acacia wood and 
overlaid them with gold. 5 He inserted 
the poles into the rings at the sides of 
the Ark to carry it.

6
 Then he made the Ark’s  cover—  the 

place of  atonement—  from pure gold. 
It was 45  inches long and 27  inches 

Lord, today I pray for the families of our leaders.  
Help them feel loved even as their loved ones serve  
other people, like me. Amen.
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DAY 4

They were all terrified when they saw him. But Jesus spoke 
to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage! 
I am here!”
MARK 6:50

February 23 208

I will hold my tongue
when the ungodly are 

around me.”
 2 But as I stood there in  silence—

not even speaking of good 
 things—

the turmoil within me grew 
worse.

 3 The more I thought about it,
the hotter I got,
igniting a fire of words:

 4 “Lord, remind me how brief my 
time on earth will be.

Remind me that my days are 
 numbered—

how fleeting my life is.
 5 You have made my life no longer 

than the width of my hand.
My entire lifetime is just a 

moment to you;
at best, each of us is but a 

breath.” Interlude
 6 We are merely moving shadows,

and all our busy rushing ends 
in nothing.

We heap up wealth,
not knowing who will spend it.

 7 And so, Lord, where do I put my 
hope?

My only hope is in you.

 8 Rescue me from my rebellion.
Do not let fools mock me.

 9 I am silent before you; I won’t say 
a word,

for my punishment is from you.
10 But please stop striking me!

I am exhausted by the blows 
from your hand.

11 When you discipline us for our sins,
you consume like a moth what is 

precious to us.
Each of us is but a breath.

Interlude
12 Hear my prayer, O Lord!

Listen to my cries for help!
Don’t ignore my tears.

For I am your  guest—
a traveler passing through,
as my ancestors were before me.

13 Leave me alone so I can smile again
before I am gone and exist no 

more.

PROVERBS 10:10
10 People who wink at wrong cause 

trouble,
but a bold reproof promotes 

peace.*
10:10 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads but babbling 
fools fall flat on their faces.  

LEVITICUS 14:1-57
And the Lord said to  Moses, 2 “The 
following instructions are for those 
seeking ceremonial purification from 
a skin disease.* Those who have been 
healed must be brought to the priest, 
3

 who will examine them at a place 
outside the camp. If the priest finds 
that someone has been healed of a 
serious skin disease, 4 he will perform 
a purification ceremony, using two 
live birds that are ceremonially clean, 
a stick of cedar,* some scarlet yarn, 
and a hyssop branch. 5 The priest will 

order that one bird be slaughtered 
over a clay pot filled with fresh water. 
6

 He will take the live bird, the cedar 
stick, the scarlet yarn, and the hyssop 
branch, and dip them into the blood 
of the bird that was slaughtered over 
the fresh water. 7 The priest will then 
sprinkle the blood of the dead bird 
seven times on the person being pu-
rified of the skin disease. When the 
priest has purified the person, he will 
release the live bird in the open field 
to fly away.

8
 “The persons being purified must 

Lord, you told your first followers to have courage 
because you were with them. Help us to soak in that 
message too, to feel it in our very bones. Remind us: 
You’ve got this. You’re in control. It’ll be okay. Amen.
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DAY 5

Then he asked them, “Where is your faith?” The disciples 
were terrified and amazed. “Who is this man?” they asked 
each other. “When he gives a command, even the wind and 
waves obey him!”
LUKE 8:25

347 March 29

DEUTERONOMY 11:1–12:32
“You must love the Lord your God 
and always obey his requirements, 
decrees, regulations, and commands. 
2

 Keep in mind that I am not talking 
now to your children, who have never 
experienced the discipline of the Lord 
your God or seen his greatness and 
his strong hand and powerful arm. 
3

 They  didn’t see the miraculous signs 
and wonders he performed in Egypt 
against Pha raoh and all his land. 
4

 They  didn’t see what the Lord did to 
the armies of Egypt and to their horses 
and  char i ots—  how he drowned them 
in the Red Sea* as they were chasing 
you. He destroyed them, and they 
have not recovered to this very day!

5
 “Your children  didn’t see how the 

Lord cared for you in the wilderness 
until you arrived here. 6 They  didn’t 
see what he did to Dathan and Abi
ram (the sons of Eli ab, a descendant 
of Reu ben) when the earth opened 
its mouth in the Is ra el ite camp and 
swallowed them, along with their 
households and tents and  every living 
thing that belonged to them. 7 But you 
have seen the Lord perform all these 
mighty deeds with your own eyes!

8
 “Therefore, be careful to obey 

 every command I am giving you today, 
so you may have strength to go in and 
take over the land you are about to 
enter. 9 If you obey, you will enjoy a 
long life in the land the Lord swore to 
give to your ancestors and to you, their 
 descendants—  a land flowing with 
milk and honey! 10 For the land you 
are about to enter and take over is not 
like the land of Egypt from which you 
came, where you planted your seed 
and made irrigation ditches with your 
foot as in a vegetable garden. 11 Rather, 
the land you will soon take over is a 

land of hills and valleys with plenty of 
 rain—12

 a land that the Lord your God 
cares for. He watches over it through 
each season of the year!

13
 “If you carefully obey the com

mands I am giving you today, and if 
you love the Lord your God and serve 
him with all your heart and soul, 
14

 then he will send the rains in their 
proper  seasons—  the early and late 
 rains—  so you can bring in your har
vests of grain, new wine, and olive oil. 
15

 He will give you lush pasture land for 
your livestock, and you yourselves will 
have all you want to eat.

16
 “But be careful. Don’t let your 

heart be deceived so that you turn 
away from the Lord and serve and 
worship other gods. 17 If you do, the 
Lord’s anger will burn against you. 
He will shut up the sky and hold back 
the rain, and the ground will fail to 
produce its harvests. Then you will 
quickly die in that good land the Lord 
is giving you.

18
 “So commit yourselves whole

heartedly to these words of mine. Tie 
them to your hands and wear them on 
your forehead as reminders. 19 Teach 
them to your children. Talk about 
them when you are at home and 
when you are on the road, when you 
are going to bed and when you are get
ting up. 20 Write them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your gates, 21 so 
that as long as the sky remains above 
the earth, you and your children may 
flourish in the land the Lord swore to 
give your ancestors.

22
 “Be careful to obey all these com

mands I am giving you. Show love 
to the Lord your God by walking in 
his ways and holding tightly to him. 
23

 Then the Lord will drive out all 
the nations ahead of you, though 

Lord, your power has calmed fiercer storms than those 
rocking our nation. You’ve crossed wider divides than 
those dividing our people. Heal us, Lord. Amen.

MARCH
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DAY 6

The man answered, “‘You must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all 
your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
LUKE 10:27

369 April 3

They defiled the place that bears 
your name.

 8 Then they thought, “Let’s destroy 
everything!”

So they burned down all the 
places where God was 
worshiped.

 9 We no longer see your miraculous 
signs.

All the prophets are gone,
and no one can tell us when it 

will end.
10 How long, O God, will you allow 

our enemies to insult you?
Will you let them dishonor your 

name forever?
11 Why do you hold back your strong 

right hand?
Unleash your powerful fist and 

destroy them.
12 You, O God, are my king from ages 

past,
bringing salvation to the earth.

13 You split the sea by your strength
and smashed the heads of the 

sea monsters.
14 You crushed the heads of 

Leviathan*
and let the desert animals eat 

him.
15 You caused the springs and 

streams to gush forth,
and you dried up rivers that 

never run dry.
16 Both day and night belong to you;

you made the starlight* and the 
sun.

17 You set the boundaries of the 
earth,

and you made both summer and 
winter.

18 See how these enemies insult you, 
Lord.

A foolish nation has dishonored 
your name.

19 Don’t let these wild beasts destroy 
your turtledoves.

Don’t forget your suffering 
people forever.

20 Remember your covenant 
promises,

for the land is full of darkness 
and violence!

21 Don’t let the downtrodden be 
humiliated again.

Instead, let the poor and needy 
praise your name.

22 Arise, O God, and defend your 
cause.

Remember how these fools 
insult you all day long.

23 Don’t overlook what your enemies 
have said

or their growing uproar.
74:title  Hebrew maskil. This may be a literary or 
musical term.  74:2 Hebrew Mount Zion.  74:14 The 
identification of Leviathan is disputed, ranging from 
an earthly creature to a mythical sea monster in 
ancient literature.  74:16 Or moon; Hebrew reads 
light. 

PROVERBS 12:11
11 A hard worker has plenty of food,

but a person who chases 
fantasies has no sense.

DEUTERONOMY 23:1–25:19
1* “If a man’s testicles are crushed or 
his penis is cut off, he may not be ad-
mitted to the assembly of the Lord.

2
 “If a person is illegitimate by birth, 

neither he nor his descendants for ten 

generations may be admitted to the 
assembly of the Lord.

3
 “No Am mon ite or Mo ab ite or any 

of their descendants for ten genera-
tions may be admitted to the assem-
bly of the Lord. 4

 These nations did 

Lord, help us as a nation to see one another as neighbors, 
living and working together. Help us look past our biases 
and fears to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 
Amen. 3
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DAY 7

“The Lord will conquer your enemies when they attack you. 
They will attack you from one direction, but they will scatter 
from you in seven!”
DEUTERONOMY 28:7

377 April 5
 7 No wonder you are greatly  

feared!
Who can stand before you when 

your anger explodes?
 8 From heaven you sentenced your 

enemies;
the earth trembled and stood 

silent before you.
 9 You stand up to judge those who 

do evil, O God,
and to rescue the oppressed of 

the earth. Interlude
10 Human defiance only enhances 

your glory,
for you use it as a weapon.*

11 Make vows to the Lord your God, 
and keep them.

Let everyone bring tribute to the 
Awesome One.

12 For he breaks the pride of princes,
and the kings of the earth fear 

him.
76:2 Hebrew Salem, another name for Jerusalem.  
76:4 As in Greek version; Hebrew reads than 
mountains filled with beasts of prey.  76:10 The 
meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. 

PROVERBS 12:15-17
15 Fools think their own way is right,

but the wise listen to others.
16 A fool is  quick-  tempered,

but a wise person stays calm 
when insulted.

17 An honest witness tells the truth;
a false witness tells lies.

DEUTERONOMY 28:1-68
“If you fully obey the Lord your God 
and carefully keep all his commands 
that I am giving you today, the Lord 
your God will set you high above all 
the nations of the world. 2

 You will 
experience all these blessings if you 
obey the Lord your God:
 3 Your towns and your fields

will be blessed.
 4 Your children and your crops

will be blessed.
The offspring of your herds and 

flocks
will be blessed.

 5 Your fruit baskets and breadboards
will be blessed.

 6 Wherever you go and whatever 
you do,

you will be blessed.
7

 “The Lord will conquer your en-
emies when they attack you. They 
will attack you from one direction, 
but they will scatter from you in seven!

8
 “The Lord will guarantee a bless-

ing on every thing you do and will 

fill your storehouses with grain. The 
Lord your God will bless you in the 
land he is giving you.

9
 “If you obey the commands of the 

Lord your God and walk in his ways, 
the Lord will establish you as his 
holy people as he swore he would do. 
10

 Then all the nations of the world will 
see that you are a people claimed by 
the Lord, and they will stand in awe 
of you.

11
 “The Lord will give you prosperity 

in the land he swore to your ancestors 
to give you, blessing you with many 
children, numerous livestock, and 
abundant crops. 12

 The Lord will send 
rain at the proper time from his rich 
treasury in the heavens and will bless 
all the work you do. You will lend to 
many nations, but you will never need 
to borrow from them. 13

 If you listen to 
these commands of the Lord your God 
that I am giving you today, and if you 
carefully obey them, the Lord will 
make you the head and not the tail, 
and you will always be on top and 
never at the bottom. 14

 You must not 

Lord, these days seem dark and difficult in our nation.  
But you are the God who led your people through the  
Red Sea on dry ground. Things seemed dark then,  
but you provided freedom. Teach us also to follow  
you as our shepherd. Amen. 5
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DAY 8
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Then I pray to you, O Lord. 
    I say, “You are my place of refuge. 
    You are all I really want in life.”
PSALM 142:5

June 24 686

2 KINGS 6:1–7:20
One day the group of prophets came to 
Eli sha and told him, “As you can see, 
this place where we meet with you is 
too small. 2 Let’s go down to the Jordan 
River, where there are plenty of logs. 
There we can build a new place for us 
to meet.”

“All right,” he told them, “go ahead.”
3

 “Please come with us,” someone 
suggested.

“I will,” he said. 4 So he went with 
them.

When they arrived at the Jor dan, 
they began cutting down trees. 5 But 
as one of them was cutting a tree, his 
ax head fell into the river. “Oh, sir!” he 
cried. “It was a borrowed ax!”

6
 “Where did it fall?” the man of 

God asked. When he showed him the 
place, Eli sha cut a stick and threw it 
into the water at that spot. Then the 
ax head floated to the surface. 7 “Grab 
it,” Eli sha said. And the man reached 
out and grabbed it.

8
 When the king of Aram was at war 

with Is ra el, he would confer with his 
officers and say, “We will mobilize our 
forces at such and such a place.”

9
 But immediately Eli sha, the man 

of God, would warn the king of Is ra el, 
“Do not go near that place, for the 
 Ar a me ans are planning to mobilize 
their troops there.” 10 So the king of Is
ra el would send word to the place in
dicated by the man of God. Time and 
again Eli sha warned the king, so that 
he would be on the alert there.

11
 The king of Aram became very 

upset over this. He called his officers 
together and demanded, “Which of 
you is the traitor? Who has been in
forming the king of Is ra el of my plans?”

12
 “It’s not us, my lord the king,” 

one of the officers replied. “Eli sha, 
the prophet in Is ra el, tells the king of 

Is ra el even the words you speak in the 
privacy of your bedroom!”

13
 “Go and find out where he is,” 

the king commanded, “so I can send 
troops to seize him.”

And the report came back: “Eli sha 
is at Do than.” 14 So one night the king 
of Aram sent a great army with many 
 char i ots and horses to surround the 
city.

15
 When the servant of the man of 

God got up early the next morning 
and went outside, there were troops, 
horses, and  char i ots every where. “Oh, 
sir, what will we do now?” the young 
man cried to Eli sha.

16
 “Don’t be afraid!” Eli sha told 

him. “For there are more on our side 
than on theirs!” 17 Then Eli sha prayed, 
“O  Lord, open his eyes and let him 
see!” The Lord opened the young 
man’s eyes, and when he looked up, 
he saw that the hillside around Eli sha 
was filled with horses and  char i ots of 
fire.

18
 As the Ar a me an army advanced 

toward him, Eli sha prayed, “O Lord, 
please make them blind.” So the Lord 
struck them with blindness as Eli sha 
had asked.

19
 Then Eli sha went out and told 

them, “You have come the wrong way! 
This  isn’t the right city! Follow me, 
and I will take you to the man you are 
looking for.” And he led them to the 
city of Sa mar ia.

20
 As soon as they had entered Sa

mar ia, Eli sha prayed, “O  Lord, now 
open their eyes and let them see.” 
So the Lord opened their eyes, and 
they discovered that they were in the 
middle of Sa mar ia.

21
 When the king of Is ra el saw 

them, he shouted to Eli sha, “My fa
ther, should I kill them? Should I kill 
them?”

Lord, open my eyes so I can see the way you protect me. 
Open my heart so I can feel your presence. Open my 
mouth so I can shout your praises. You are good to all 
who serve you and are called to your purposes. Amen.

24
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DAY 11

The Lord is close to all who call on him, 
    yes, to all who call on him in truth.
PSALM 145:18

June 27 698

Their mouths are full of lies;
they swear to tell the truth, but 

they lie instead.
12 May our sons flourish in their 

youth
like  well-  nurtured plants.

May our daughters be like graceful 
pillars,

carved to beautify a palace.
13 May our barns be filled

with crops of every kind.
May the flocks in our fields 

multiply by the thousands,
even tens of thousands,

14 and may our oxen be loaded 
down with produce.

May there be no enemy breaking 
through our walls,

no going into captivity,
no cries of alarm in our town 

squares.
15 Yes, joyful are those who live like 

this!
Joyful indeed are those whose 

God is the Lord.
144:2 Some manuscripts read my people. 

PROVERBS 17:27-28
27 A truly wise person uses few 

words;
a person with understanding is 

 even-  tempered.
28 Even fools are thought wise when 

they keep silent;
with their mouths shut, they 

seem intelligent.

2 KINGS 10:32–12:21
At about that time the Lord began 
to cut down the size of Is ra el’s terri-
tory. King Haz a el conquered several 
sections of the country 33 east of the 
Jordan River, including all of Gil e ad, 
Gad, Reu ben, and Ma nas seh. He con-
quered the area from the town of Aro er 
by the Arnon Gorge to as far north as 
Gil e ad and Ba shan.

34
 The rest of the events in Jehu’s 

 reign—  every thing he did and all his 
 achievements—  are recorded in The 
Book of the History of the Kings of Is ra el.

35
 When Jehu died, he was buried 

in Sa mar ia. Then his son Je ho a haz 
became the next king. 36 In all, Jehu 
reigned over Is ra el from Sa mar ia for 
 twenty-  eight years.
11:1

 When Ath a li ah, the mother of King 
Aha zi ah of Ju dah, learned that her son 
was dead, she began to destroy the 
rest of the royal fam i ly. 2 But Aha zi-
ah’s sister Je hosh e ba, the daughter of 
King Je ho ram,* took Aha zi ah’s infant 

son, Jo ash, and stole him away from 
among the rest of the king’s children, 
who were about to be killed. She put 
Jo ash and his nurse in a bedroom, 
and they hid him from Ath a li ah, so 
the child was not murdered. 3  Jo ash 
remained hidden in the Temple of 
the Lord for six years while Ath a li ah 
ruled over the land.

4
 In the seventh year of Ath a li ah’s 

reign, Je hoi a da the priest summoned 
the commanders, the Car ite merce-
naries, and the palace guards to come 
to the Temple of the Lord. He made 
a solemn pact with them and made 
them swear an oath of loyalty there in 
the Lord’s Temple; then he showed 
them the king’s son.

5
  Je hoi a da told them, “This is what 

you must do. A third of you who are on 
duty on the Sab bath are to guard the 
royal palace itself. 6 Another third of 
you are to stand guard at the Sur Gate. 
And the final third must stand guard 
behind the palace guard. These three 
groups will all guard the palace. 7 The 

Lord, when Israel was cut down, it was you who 
orchestrated their crushing failures. Help me to trust you, 
even when things aren’t going well for our nation, and 
help our leaders to seek you in all circumstances. Amen.

27
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DAY 12

In peace I will lie down and sleep, 
    for you alone, O Lord, will keep me safe.
PSALM 4:8

735 July 6
 4 I cried out to the Lord,

and he answered me from his 
holy mountain. Interlude

 5 I lay down and slept,
yet I woke up in safety,
for the Lord was watching 

over me.
 6 I am not afraid of ten thousand 

enemies
who surround me on every side.

 7 Arise, O Lord!
Rescue me, my God!

Slap all my enemies in the face!
Shatter the teeth of the wicked!

 8 Victory comes from you, O Lord.
May you bless your people.

Interlude
3:2 Hebrew  Se lah. The meaning of this word is 
uncertain, though it is probably a musical or literary 
term. It is rendered Interlude throughout the Psalms. 

PROVERBS 18:14‑15
14 The human spirit can endure a sick 

body,
but who can bear a crushed 

spirit?
15 Intelligent people are always ready 

to learn.
Their ears are open for 

knowledge.

1 CHRONICLES 2:18–4:4
Hezron’s son Caleb had sons from his 

wife Azubah and from Jerioth.* Her 
sons were named Jesher, Shobab, 
and Ardon. 19

 After Azubah died, 
Caleb married Ephrathah,* and 
they had a son named Hur. 20

 Hur 
was the father of Uri. Uri was the 
father of Bezalel.

21
 When Hezron was sixty years 
old, he married Gilead’s sister, 
the daughter of Makir. They had 
a son named Segub. 22

 Segub 
was the father of Jair, who ruled 
 twenty-  three towns in the land of 
Gilead. 23

 (But Geshur and Aram 
captured the Towns of Jair* and 
also took Kenath and its sixty 
surrounding villages.) All these 
were descendants of Makir, the 
father of Gilead.

24
 Soon after Hezron died in the 
town of  Caleb-  ephrathah, his wife 
Abijah gave birth to a son named 
Ashhur (the father of* Tekoa).

25
 The sons of Jerahmeel, the oldest 
son of Hezron, were Ram (the 
firstborn), Bunah, Oren, Ozem, 

and Ahijah. 26
 Jerahmeel had a 

second wife named Atarah. She 
was the mother of Onam.

27
 The sons of Ram, the oldest son of 
Jerahmeel, were Maaz, Jamin, and 
Eker.

28
 The sons of Onam were Shammai 
and Jada.

The sons of Shammai were Nadab 
and Abishur.

29
 The sons of Abishur and his wife 
Abihail were Ahban and Molid.

30
 The sons of Nadab were Seled 
and Appaim. Seled died without 
children, 31

 but Appaim had a 
son named Ishi. The son of Ishi 
was Sheshan. Sheshan had a 
descendant named Ahlai.

32
 The sons of Jada, Shammai’s 
brother, were Jether and Jonathan. 
Jether died without children, 33

 but 
Jonathan had two sons named 
Peleth and Zaza.

These were all descendants of 
Jerahmeel.

34
 Sheshan had no sons, though 
he did have daughters. He also 
had an Egyptian servant named 
Jarha. 35

 Sheshan gave one of his 

Lord, I pray for leaders in the world of science—the 
doctors and researchers confronting disease at home and 
abroad. Give them contagious curiosity, deep discipline, 
and creative thinking as they seek to tame the plagues 
ravishing humanity. Amen.

6
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DAY 13

David consulted with all his officials, including the generals 
and captains of his army.
1 CHRONICLES 13:1

759 July 12

PSALM 9:1‑12
For the choir director: A psalm of David, to 
be sung to the tune “Death of the Son.”
 1 I will praise you, Lord, with all my 

heart;
I will tell of all the marvelous 

things you have done.
 2 I will be filled with joy because of 

you.
I will sing praises to your name, 

O Most High.
 3 My enemies retreated;

they staggered and died when 
you appeared.

 4 For you have judged in my favor;
from your throne you have 

judged with fairness.
 5 You have rebuked the nations and 

destroyed the wicked;
you have erased their names 

forever.
 6 The enemy is finished, in endless 

ruins;
the cities you uprooted are now 

forgotten.
 7 But the Lord reigns forever,

executing judgment from his 
throne.

 8 He will judge the world with justice

and rule the nations with 
fairness.

 9 The Lord is a shelter for the 
oppressed,

a refuge in times of trouble.
10 Those who know your name trust 

in you,
for you, O Lord, do not abandon 

those who search for you.
11 Sing praises to the Lord who 

reigns in Jerusalem.*
Tell the world about his 

unforgettable deeds.
12 For he who avenges murder cares 

for the helpless.
He does not ignore the cries of 

those who suffer.
9:11 Hebrew Zion; also in 9:14. 

PROVERBS 19:1‑3
 1 Better to be poor and honest

than to be dishonest and  
a fool.

 2 Enthusiasm without knowledge is 
no good;

haste makes mistakes.
 3 People ruin their lives by their own 

foolishness
and then are angry at the Lord.

1 CHRONICLES 12:19–14:17
Some men from Ma nas seh defected 
from the  Is ra elite army and joined 
Da vid when he set out with the Phi
lis tines to fight against Saul. But as 
it turned out, the Phi lis tine rulers re
fused to let Da vid and his men go with 
them. After much discussion, they 
sent them back, for they said, “It will 
cost us our heads if Da vid switches 
loyalties to Saul and turns against us.”

20
 Here is a list of the men from 

Ma nas seh who defected to Da vid as 
he was returning to Zik lag: Ad nah, 

Joz a bad, Je di a el, Mi cha el, Joz a bad, 
Eli hu, and Zil le thai. Each commanded 
1,000 troops from the tribe of Ma nas
seh. 21

 They helped Da vid chase down 
bands of raiders, for they were all 
brave and able warriors who became 
commanders in his army. 22

 Day after 
day more men joined Da vid until he 
had a great army, like the army of God.

23
 These are the numbers of armed 

warriors who joined Da vid at He bron. 
They were all eager to see Da vid be
come king instead of Saul, just as the 
Lord had promised.

Lord, be with all who advise our leaders, the people  
whose influence helps frame options and shape decisions. 
May they speak freely, honestly, and wisely. Amen.

12
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DAY 14

Turn away from evil and do good. 
    Search for peace, and work to maintain it.
PSALM 34:14

893 August 16
 9 Fear the Lord, you his godly 

people,
for those who fear him will have 

all they need.
10 Even strong young lions 

sometimes go hungry,
but those who trust in the Lord 

will lack no good thing.

34 This psalm is a Hebrew acrostic poem; each 
verse begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet. 

PROVERBS 21:13
13 Those who shut their ears to the 

cries of the poor
will be ignored in their own time 

of need.

NEHEMIAH 11:1–12:26
The leaders of the people were living 
in Je ru sa lem, the holy city. A tenth of 
the people from the other towns of 
Ju dah and Ben ja min were chosen by 
sa cred lots to live there, too, while the 
rest stayed where they were. 2 And the 
people commended every one who vol-
unteered to resettle in Je ru sa lem.

3
 Here is a list of the names of the 

provincial officials who came to live 
in Je ru sa lem. (Most of the people, 
priests, Levites, Temple servants, and 
descendants of Sol omon’s servants 
continued to live in their own homes 
in the various towns of Ju dah, 4

 but 
some of the people from Ju dah and 
Ben ja min resettled in Je ru sa lem.)
From the tribe of Judah:

Athaiah son of Uzziah, son of 
Zechariah, son of Amariah, son of 
Shephatiah, son of Mahalalel, of 
the family of Perez. 5 Also Maaseiah 
son of Baruch, son of Col-hozeh, 
son of Hazaiah, son of Adaiah, son 
of Joiarib, son of Zechariah, of the 
family of Shelah.* 6 There were 
468 descendants of Perez who lived 
in Jerusalem—all outstanding men.

7
 From the tribe of Benjamin:

Sallu son of Meshullam, son 
of Joed, son of Pedaiah, son of 
Kolaiah, son of Maaseiah, son 
of Ithiel, son of Jeshaiah. 8 After 
him were Gabbai and Sallai and 
a total of 928 relatives. 9 Their 

chief officer was Joel son of Zicri, 
who was assisted by Judah son of 
Hassenuah, second-in-command 
over the city.

10
 From the priests:
Jedaiah son of Joiarib; Jakin; 
11

 and Seraiah son of Hilkiah, son 
of Meshullam, son of Zadok, son 
of Meraioth, son of Ahitub, the 
supervisor of the Temple of God. 
12

 Also 822 of their associates, who 
worked at the Temple. Also Adaiah 
son of Jeroham, son of Pelaliah, 
son of Amzi, son of Zechariah, son 
of Pashhur, son of Malkijah, 
13

 along with 242 of his associates, 
who were heads of their families. 
Also Amashsai son of Azarel, son 
of Ahzai, son of Meshillemoth, 
son of Immer, 14

 and 128 of his* 
outstanding associates. Their 
chief officer was Zabdiel son of 
Haggedolim.

15
 From the Levites:

Shemaiah son of Hasshub, son of 
Azrikam, son of Hashabiah, son 
of Bunni. 16

 Also Shabbethai and 
Jozabad, who were in charge of the 
work outside the Temple of God. 
17

 Also Mattaniah son of Mica, son 
of Zabdi, a descendant of Asaph, 
who led in thanksgiving and 
prayer. Also Bakbukiah, who was 
Mattaniah’s assistant, and Abda 
son of Shammua, son of Galal, son 
of Jeduthun. 18

 In all, there were 
284 Levites in the holy city.

Lord, be with the leaders of our military. Protect them even 
as they and those under their command are put in harm’s 
way. Go with them, and bring them home safely. Amen.

16
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DAY 15

“If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief 
for the Jews will arise from some other place, but you and 
your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps you were made 
queen for just such a time as this?”
ESTHER 4:14

905 August 19
26 May those who rejoice at my 

troubles
be humiliated and disgraced.

May those who triumph  
over me

be covered with shame and 
dishonor.

27 But give great joy to those who 
came to my defense.

Let them continually say, 
“Great is the Lord,

who delights in blessing his 
servant with peace!”

28 Then I will proclaim your justice,
and I will praise you all day long.

PROVERBS 21:19-20
19 It’s better to live alone in the desert

than with a quarrelsome, 
complaining wife.

20 The wise have wealth and luxury,
but fools spend whatever they get.

ESTHER 4:1–7:10
When Mor de cai learned about all that 
had been done, he tore his clothes, 
put on burlap and ashes, and went out 
into the city, crying with a loud and 
bitter wail. 2 He went as far as the gate 
of the palace, for no one was allowed 
to enter the palace gate while wearing 
clothes of mourning. 3 And as news 
of the king’s decree reached all the 
provinces, there was great mourning 
among the  Jews. They fasted, wept, 
and wailed, and many people lay in 
burlap and ashes.

4
 When Queen Esther’s maids and 

 eu nuchs came and told her about 
Mor de cai, she was deeply distressed. 
She sent clothing to him to replace the 
burlap, but he refused it. 5 Then Esther 
sent for Ha thach, one of the king’s 
 eu nuchs who had been appointed 
as her attendant. She ordered him 
to go to Mor de cai and find out what 
was troubling him and why he was in 
mourning. 6 So Ha thach went out to 
Mor de cai in the square in front of the 
palace gate.

7
  Mor de cai told him the whole story, 

including the exact amount of money 
Haman had promised to pay into the 
royal treasury for the destruction of 
the  Jews. 8

  Mor de cai gave Ha thach 
a copy of the decree issued in Susa 
that called for the death of all  Jews. 

He asked Ha thach to show it to Esther 
and explain the situation to her. He 
also asked Ha thach to direct her to go 
to the king to beg for mercy and plead 
for her people. 9 So Ha thach returned 
to Esther with Mor de cai’s message.

10
 Then Esther told Ha thach to go 

back and relay this message to Mor de
cai: 11 “All the king’s officials and even 
the people in the provinces know that 
anyone who appears before the king 
in his inner court without being in
vited is doomed to die unless the king 
holds out his gold scepter. And the 
king has not called for me to come to 
him for thirty days.” 12 So Ha thach* 
gave Esther’s message to Mor de cai.

13
  Mor de cai sent this reply to Es

ther: “Don’t think for a moment that 
because you’re in the palace you will 
escape when all other  Jews are killed. 
14

 If you keep quiet at a time like this, 
deliverance and relief for the  Jews will 
arise from some other place, but you 
and your relatives will die. Who knows 
if perhaps you were made queen for 
just such a time as this?”

15
 Then Esther sent this reply to Mor

de cai: 16 “Go and gather together all 
the  Jews of Susa and fast for me. Do 
not eat or drink for three days, night or 
day. My maids and I will do the same. 
And then, though it is against the law, 
I will go in to see the king. If I must 

Lord, Mordecai wondered if Esther had been made queen 
at that time so she could save her people. May those who 
lead in Washington wonder why they have power at this 
moment and ask you what you might want them to do  
with their influence. Amen.

19
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DAY 16

Worry weighs a person down; 
    an encouraging word cheers a person up.
PROVERBS 12:25

April 9 394

DEUTERONOMY 33:1-29
This is the blessing that  Moses, the 
man of God, gave to the people of Is
ra el before his death:
 2 “The Lord came from Mount Sinai

and dawned upon us* from 
Mount Seir;

he shone forth from Mount Paran
and came from  Meribah  kadesh
with flaming fire at his right 

hand.*
 3 Indeed, he loves his people;*

all his holy ones are in his hands.
They follow in his steps

and accept his teaching.
 4 Moses gave us the Lord’s 

instruction,
the special possession of the 

people of Israel.*
 5 The Lord became king in Israel*—

when the leaders of the people 
assembled,

when the tribes of Israel 
gathered as one.”

6
  Moses said this about the tribe of 

Reu ben:*
“Let the tribe of Reuben live and 

not die out,
though they are few in number.”

7
  Moses said this about the tribe of 

Ju dah:
“O Lord, hear the cry of Judah

and bring them together as a 
people.

Give them strength to defend their 
cause;

help them against their 
enemies!”

8
  Moses said this about the tribe of Levi:

“O Lord, you have given your 
Thummim and  Urim—  the 
sacred  lots—

to your faithful servants the 
Levites.*

You put them to the test at Massah
and struggled with them at the 

waters of Meribah.
 9 The Levites obeyed your word

and guarded your covenant.
They were more loyal to you

than to their own parents.
They ignored their relatives

and did not acknowledge their 
own children.

10 They teach your regulations to 
Jacob;

they give your instructions to 
Israel.

They present incense before you
and offer whole burnt offerings 

on the altar.
11 Bless the ministry of the Levites, 

O Lord,
and accept all the work of their 

hands.
Hit their enemies where it hurts 

the most;
strike down their foes so they 

never rise again.”
12

  Moses said this about the tribe of 
Ben ja min:

“The people of Benjamin are loved 
by the Lord

and live in safety beside him.
He surrounds them continuously

and preserves them from every 
harm.”

13
  Moses said this about the tribes of 

Jo seph:
“May their land be blessed by the 

Lord
with the precious gift of dew 

from the heavens
and water from beneath the 

earth;

Lord, may our nation’s leaders speak words  
of encouragement as they lead us into the future.  
And may our words to leaders also encourage.  
Lift the weight of worry, Lord. Amen. 9
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DAY 9

“You are welcome to stay with me,” the old man said. 
“I will give you anything you might need. But whatever 
you do, don’t spend the night in the square.”
JUDGES 19:20

489 May 4
12 The birds nest beside the streams

and sing among the branches of 
the trees.

13 You send rain on the mountains 
from your heavenly home,

and you fill the earth with the 
fruit of your labor.

14 You cause grass to grow for the 
livestock

and plants for people to use.
You allow them to produce food 

from the  earth—
15 wine to make them glad,

olive oil to soothe their skin,
and bread to give them  

strength.
16 The trees of the Lord are well 

cared  for—
the cedars of Lebanon that he 

planted.
17 There the birds make their nests,

and the storks make their homes 
in the cypresses.

18 High in the mountains live the 
wild goats,

and the rocks form a refuge for 
the hyraxes.*

19 You made the moon to mark the 
seasons,

and the sun knows when to set.
20 You send the darkness, and it 

becomes night,
when all the forest animals 

prowl about.
21 Then the young lions roar for their 

prey,
stalking the food provided by 

God.
22 At dawn they slink back

into their dens to rest.
23 Then people go off to their work,

where they labor until evening.
104:4 Greek version reads He sends his angels like 
the winds, / his servants like flames of fire. Compare 
Heb 1:7.  104:18 Or coneys, or rock badgers. 

PROVERBS 14:20-21
20 The poor are despised even by 

their neighbors,
while the rich have many 

“friends.”
21 It is a sin to belittle one’s neighbor;

blessed are those who help the 
poor.

JUDGES 19:1–20:48
Now in those days Is ra el had no king. 
There was a man from the tribe of Levi 
living in a remote area of the hill coun
try of Ephra im. One day he brought 
home a woman from Beth le hem in Ju
dah to be his concubine. 2 But she be
came angry with him* and returned to 
her father’s home in Beth le hem.

After about four months, 3 her hus
band set out for Beth le hem to speak 
personally to her and persuade her 
to come back. He took with him a ser
vant and a pair of donkeys. When he 
arrived at* her father’s house, her fa
ther saw him and welcomed him. 4 Her 
father urged him to stay awhile, so he 

stayed three days, eating, drinking, 
and sleeping there.

5
 On the fourth day the man was up 

early, ready to leave, but the woman’s 
father said to his  son  in  law, “Have 
something to eat before you go.” 6 So 
the two men sat down together and 
had something to eat and drink. Then 
the woman’s father said, “Please stay 
another night and enjoy yourself.” 
7

 The man got up to leave, but his 
 father in  law kept urging him to stay, 
so he finally gave in and stayed the 
night.

8
 On the morning of the fifth day he 

was up early again, ready to leave, and 
again the woman’s father said, “Have 

Lord, your church gave the world hospitals, orphanages, and 
many other practical ways to care for the sick and abandoned. 
Thank you for faithful believers who put faith into action, 
whose work shows your love to the world. How would you 
have me lead with compassion today, Lord? Amen.
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Never stop praying.
1 THESSALONIANS 5:17

OctOber 12 1146

or push for a place among the 
great.

 7 It’s better to wait for an invitation 
to the head table

than to be sent away in public 
disgrace.

Just because you’ve seen 
something,

 8 don’t be in a hurry to go to court.
For what will you do in the end

if your neighbor deals you a 
shameful defeat?

JEREMIAH 19:1–21:14
This is what the Lord said to me: “Go 
and buy a clay jar. Then ask some of 
the leaders of the people and of the 
priests to follow you. 2 Go out through 
the Gate of Broken Pots to the garbage 
dump in the valley of  Ben-  Hinnom, 
and give them this message. 3

 Say to 
them, ‘Listen to this message from the 
Lord, you kings of Ju dah and citizens 
of Je ru sa lem! This is what the Lord 
of Heaven’s Ar mies, the God of Is ra el, 
says: I will bring a terrible disaster on 
this place, and the ears of those who 
hear about it will ring!

4
 “‘For Is ra el has forsaken me and 

turned this valley into a place of wick-
edness. The people burn incense to 
foreign  gods—  idols never before ac-
knowledged by this generation, by 
their ancestors, or by the kings of Ju-
dah. And they have filled this place 
with the blood of innocent children. 
5

 They have built pagan shrines to 
Baal, and there they burn their sons 
as sacrifices to Baal. I have never com-
manded such a horrible deed; it never 
even crossed my mind to command 
such a thing! 6 So beware, for the time 
is coming, says the Lord, when this 
garbage dump will no longer be called 
Topheth or the valley of  Ben-  Hinnom, 
but the Valley of Slaughter.

7
 “‘For I will upset the careful plans 

of Ju dah and Je ru sa lem. I will allow 
the people to be slaughtered by invad-
ing armies, and I will leave their dead 
bodies as food for the vultures and 
wild animals. 8 I will reduce Je ru sa lem 

to ruins, making it a monument to 
their stupidity. All who pass by will 
be astonished and will gasp at the de-
struction they see there. 9 I will see to it 
that your enemies lay siege to the city 
until all the food is gone. Then those 
trapped inside will eat their own sons 
and daughters and friends. They will 
be driven to utter despair.’

10
 “As these men watch you, Jer-

e mi ah, smash the jar you brought. 
11

 Then say to them, ‘This is what the 
Lord of Heaven’s Ar mies says: As 
this jar lies shattered, so I will shat-
ter the people of Ju dah and Je ru sa lem 
beyond all hope of repair. They will 
bury the bodies here in Topheth, the 
garbage dump, until there is no more 
room for them. 12

 This is what I will do 
to this place and its people, says the 
Lord. I will cause this city to become 
defiled like Topheth. 13

 Yes, all the 
houses in Je ru sa lem, including the 
palace of Ju dah’s kings, will become 
like  Topheth—  all the houses where 
you burned incense on the rooftops to 
your star gods, and where liquid offer-
ings were poured out to your idols.’”

14
 Then Jer e mi ah returned from 

Topheth, the garbage dump where 
he had delivered this message, and 
he stopped in front of the Temple of 
the Lord. He said to the people there, 
15

 “This is what the Lord of Heaven’s 
Ar mies, the God of Is ra el, says: ‘I will 
bring disaster upon this city and its 
surrounding towns as I promised, be-
cause you have stubbornly refused to 
listen to me.’”

Lord, thank you for the curiosity and courage that 
leads to discovery. Guide our country’s scientists and 
innovators to new discoveries—to inventions that serve 
people and the planet, to insights that give us a clearer 
vision of who we are and who you are. Amen.
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OCTOBER

10_Oct_OYBPFA_NLT_CC19.indd   1146 3/26/2020   9:54:52 AM

DAY 24

My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer  
I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly 
body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.
GALATIANS 2:20

1023 September 16

ISAIAH 22:1–24:23
This message came to me concerning 
Je ru sa lem—  the Valley of Vision*:

What is happening?
Why is everyone running to the 

rooftops?
 2 The whole city is in a terrible 

uproar.
What do I see in this reveling 

city?
Bodies are lying everywhere,

killed not in battle but by 
famine and disease.

 3 All your leaders have fled.
They surrendered without 

resistance.
The people tried to slip away,

but they were captured, too.
 4 That’s why I said, “Leave me alone 

to weep;
do not try to comfort me.

Let me cry for my people
as I watch them being 

destroyed.”
 5 Oh, what a day of crushing defeat!

What a day of confusion and 
terror

brought by the Lord, the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies,

upon the Valley of Vision!
The walls of Jerusalem have been 

broken,
and cries of death echo from the 

mountainsides.
 6 Elamites are the archers,

with their chariots and 
charioteers.

The men of Kir hold up the 
shields.

 7 Chariots fill your beautiful valleys,
and charioteers storm your 

gates.
 8 Judah’s defenses have been 

stripped away.

You run to the armory* for your 
weapons.

 9 You inspect the breaks in the walls 
of Jerusalem.*

You store up water in the lower 
pool.

10 You survey the houses and tear 
some down

for stone to strengthen the walls.
11 Between the city walls, you build a 

reservoir
for water from the old pool.

But you never ask for help from the 
One who did all this.

You never considered the One 
who planned this long ago.

12 At that time the Lord, the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies,

called you to weep and mourn.
He told you to shave your heads in 

sorrow for your sins
and to wear clothes of burlap to 

show your remorse.
13 But instead, you dance and play;

you slaughter cattle and kill 
sheep.

You feast on meat and drink 
wine.

You say, “Let’s feast and drink,
for tomorrow we die!”

14
 The Lord of Heaven’s Ar mies has 

revealed this to me: “Till the day you 
die, you will never be forgiven for this 
sin.” That is the judgment of the Lord, 
the Lord of Heaven’s Ar mies.

15
 This is what the Lord, the Lord 

of Heaven’s Ar mies, said to me: “Con-
front Sheb na, the palace administra-
tor, and give him this message:
16 “Who do you think you are,

and what are you doing here,
building a beautiful tomb for 

 yourself—

Lord, those leaders who are struggling with how to make 
health care work in our nation could use your wisdom. 
Speak to and through them. Help them find solutions to 
our health care problems that will benefit everyone. Amen.
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Do your planning and prepare your fields 
    before building your house.
PROVERBS 24:27

1123 OctOber 7

making the water stand up like 
walls!

14 In the daytime he led them by a 
cloud,

and all night by a pillar of  
fire.

15 He split open the rocks in the 
wilderness

to give them water, as from a 
gushing spring.

16 He made streams pour from the 
rock,

making the waters flow down 
like a river!

17 Yet they kept on sinning against 
him,

rebelling against the Most High 
in the desert.

18 They stubbornly tested God in 
their hearts,

demanding the foods they 
craved.

19 They even spoke against God 
himself, saying,

“God can’t give us food in the 
wilderness.

20 Yes, he can strike a rock so water 
gushes out,

but he can’t give his people 
bread and meat.”

21 When the Lord heard them, he 
was furious.

The fire of his wrath burned 
against Jacob.

Yes, his anger rose against 
Israel,

22 for they did not believe God
or trust him to care for them.

23 But he commanded the skies to 
open;

he opened the doors of heaven.
24 He rained down manna for them to 

eat;
he gave them bread from 

heaven.
25 They ate the food of angels!

God gave them all they could 
hold.

26 He released the east wind in the 
heavens

and guided the south wind by 
his mighty power.

27 He rained down meat as thick as 
 dust—

birds as plentiful as the sand on 
the seashore!

28 He caused the birds to fall within 
their camp

and all around their tents.
29 The people ate their fill.

He gave them what they craved.
30 But before they satisfied their 

craving,
while the meat was yet in their 

mouths,
31 the anger of God rose against 

them,
and he killed their strongest 

men.
He struck down the finest of 

Israel’s young men.
78:title  Hebrew maskil. This may be a literary or 
musical term. 

PROVERBS 24:26
26 An honest answer

is like a kiss of friendship.

JEREMIAH 8:8–9:26
 8 “‘How can you say, “We are wise 

because we have the word of 
the Lord,”

when your teachers have twisted 
it by writing lies?

 9 These wise teachers will fall
into the trap of their own 

foolishness,
for they have rejected the word of 

the Lord.
Are they so wise after all?

Lord, for better or worse, this nation’s economy is fueled 
by commerce. Be with the Treasury Department and all 
who manage our national finances. May their hearts 
reflect the words on our currency: “In God We Trust.” 
Amen.

7
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Welcome him in the Lord’s love and with great joy, 
and give him the honor that people like him deserve.
PHILIPPIANS 2:29

1095

Lord, I pray for those who lead in the church. Encourage 
them today, and help them to see the lives they’re 
influencing and the way you’re working through them  
in the world. Infuse them with hope. Amen. 1

OCTOBER 

ISAIAH 62:6–65:25
 6 O Jerusalem, I have posted 

watchmen on your walls;
they will pray day and night, 

continually.
Take no rest, all you who pray 

to the Lord.
 7 Give the Lord no rest until he 

completes his work,
until he makes Jerusalem the 

pride of the earth.
 8 The Lord has sworn to Jerusalem 

by his own strength:
“I will never again hand you 

over to your enemies.
Never again will foreign warriors 

come
and take away your grain and 

new wine.
 9 You raised the grain, and you will 

eat it,
praising the Lord.

Within the courtyards of the 
Temple,

you yourselves will drink the 
wine you have pressed.”

10 Go out through the gates!
Prepare the highway for my 

people to return!
Smooth out the road; pull out the 

boulders;
raise a flag for all the nations 

to see.
11 The Lord has sent this message to 

every land:
“Tell the people of Israel,*

‘Look, your Savior is coming.
See, he brings his reward with 

him as he comes.’”
12 They will be called “The Holy 

People”
and “The People Redeemed by 

the Lord.”
And Jerusalem will be known as 

“The Desirable Place”
and “The City No Longer 

Forsaken.”
63:1Who is this who comes from 

Edom,
from the city of Bozrah,
with his clothing stained  

red?
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DAY 22

“Be still, and know that I am God! 
    I will be honored by every nation. 
    I will be honored throughout the world.”
PSALM 46:10

967 September 2

ECCLESIASTES 1:1–3:22
These are the words of the Teacher,* 
King Da vid’s son, who ruled in 
Je ru sa lem.

2
 “Everything is meaningless,” says 

the Teacher, “completely meaning
less!”

3
 What do people get for all their 

hard work under the sun? 4 Genera
tions come and generations go, but 
the earth never changes. 5 The sun 
rises and the sun sets, then hurries 
around to rise again. 6 The wind blows 
south, and then turns north. Around 
and around it goes, blowing in circles. 
7

 Rivers run into the sea, but the sea 
is never full. Then the water returns 
again to the rivers and flows out again 
to the sea. 8 Everything is wearisome 
beyond description. No matter how 
much we see, we are never satisfied. 
No matter how much we hear, we are 
not content.

9
 History merely repeats itself. It has 

all been done before. Nothing under 
the sun is truly new. 10

 Sometimes 
people say, “Here is something new!” 
But actually it is old; nothing is ever 
truly new. 11 We  don’t remember what 
happened in the past, and in future 
generations, no one will remember 
what we are doing now.

12
 I, the Teacher, was king of Is ra el, 

and I lived in Je ru sa lem. 13 I devoted 
myself to search for understanding 
and to explore by wisdom every thing 
being done under heaven. I soon dis
covered that God has dealt a tragic 
existence to the human race. 14 I ob
served every thing going on under the 
sun, and real ly, it is all  meaningless— 
 like chasing the wind.
15 What is wrong cannot be made 

right.

What is missing cannot be 
recovered.

16
 I said to myself, “Look, I am wiser 

than any of the kings who ruled in 
Je ru sa lem before me. I have greater 
wisdom and knowledge than any of 
them.” 17 So I set out to learn every
thing from wisdom to madness and 
folly. But I learned firsthand that pur
suing all this is like chasing the wind.
18 The greater my wisdom, the 

greater my grief.
To increase knowledge only 

increases sorrow.
2:1

 I said to myself, “Come on, let’s 
try pleasure. Let’s look for the ‘good 
things’ in life.” But I found that this, 
too, was meaningless. 2

 So I said, 
“Laughter is silly. What good does 
it do to seek pleasure?” 3 After much 
thought, I decided to cheer myself 
with wine. And while still seeking 
wisdom, I clutched at foolishness. In 
this way, I tried to experience the only 
happiness most people find during 
their brief life in this world.

4
 I also tried to find meaning by 

building huge homes for myself and 
by planting beautiful vineyards. 5 I 
made gardens and parks, filling them 
with all kinds of fruit trees. 6 I built res
ervoirs to collect the water to irrigate 
my many flourishing groves. 7 I bought 
slaves, both men and women, and 
others were born into my household. 
I also owned large herds and flocks, 
more than any of the kings who had 
lived in Je ru sa lem before me. 8 I col
lected great sums of silver and gold, 
the treasure of many kings and prov
inces. I hired wonderful singers, both 
men and women, and had many beau
tiful concubines. I had every thing a 
man could desire!

Lord, thank you for the psalmist’s reminder about 
who I can turn to in tough times: “God is our refuge 
and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble” 
(Psalm 46:1). Thank you for this reassurance.  
Prompt our leaders to lean on you too. Amen.

2
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But as for me, I will sing about your power. 
    Each morning I will sing with joy about your unfailing love. 
For you have been my refuge, 
    a place of safety when I am in distress.
PSALM 59:16

September 15 1018

PSALM 58:1-11
For the choir director: A psalm* of David, 
to be sung to the tune “Do Not Destroy!”
 1  Justice—  do you rulers* know the 

meaning of the word?
Do you judge the people fairly?

 2 No! You plot injustice in your 
hearts.

You spread violence throughout 
the land.

 3 These wicked people are born 
sinners;

even from birth they have lied 
and gone their own way.

 4 They spit venom like deadly 
snakes;

they are like cobras that refuse 
to listen,

 5 ignoring the tunes of the snake 
charmers,

no matter how skillfully they 
play.

 6 Break off their fangs, O God!
Smash the jaws of these lions, 

O Lord!
 7 May they disappear like water into 

thirsty ground.

Make their weapons useless in 
their hands.*

 8 May they be like snails that 
dissolve into slime,

like a stillborn child who will 
never see the sun.

 9 God will sweep them away, both 
young and old,

faster than a pot heats over 
burning thorns.

10 The godly will rejoice when they 
see injustice avenged.

They will wash their feet in the 
blood of the wicked.

11 Then at last everyone will say,
“There truly is a reward for 

those who live for God;
surely there is a God who judges 

justly here on earth.”
58:title  Hebrew miktam. This may be a literary or 
musical term.  58:1 Or you gods.  58:7 Or Let them 
be trodden down and wither like grass. The meaning 
of the Hebrew is uncertain. 

PROVERBS 23:12
12 Commit yourself to instruction;

listen carefully to words of 
knowledge.

ISAIAH 19:1–21:17
This message came to me concerning 
Egypt:

Look! The Lord is advancing 
against Egypt,

riding on a swift cloud.
The idols of Egypt tremble.

The hearts of the Egyptians melt 
with fear.

 2 “I will make Egyptian fight against 
 Egyptian—

brother against brother,
neighbor against neighbor,

city against city,
province against province.

 3 The Egyptians will lose heart,
and I will confuse their plans.

They will plead with their idols for 
wisdom

and call on spirits, mediums, 
and those who consult the 
spirits of the dead.

 4 I will hand Egypt over
to a hard, cruel master.

A fierce king will rule them,”
says the Lord, the Lord of 

Heaven’s Armies.
 5 The waters of the Nile will fail to 

rise and flood the fields.
The riverbed will be parched 

and dry.

Lord, may those who labor for the safety of this nation 
do their work with dedication and compassion. May they 
think clearly, act decisively, and be motivated by a desire 
for peace. May they marshal their resources for good, 
Lord. Amen.

15
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So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. 
Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that 
nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.
1 CORINTHIANS 15:58

927 August 24
15 For I am waiting for you, O Lord.

You must answer for me, O Lord 
my God.

16 I prayed, “Don’t let my enemies 
gloat over me

or rejoice at my downfall.”
17 I am on the verge of collapse,

facing constant pain.
18 But I confess my sins;

I am deeply sorry for what I have 
done.

19 I have many aggressive  
enemies;

they hate me without  
reason.

20 They repay me evil for good
and oppose me for pursuing 

good.
21 Do not abandon me, O Lord.

Do not stand at a distance, my 
God.

22 Come quickly to help me,
O Lord my savior.

PROVERBS 21:28-29
28 A false witness will be cut off,

but a credible witness will be 
allowed to speak.

29 The wicked bluff their way through,
but the virtuous think before 

they act.

JOB 12:1–15:35
Then  Job spoke again:
 2 “You people really know 

everything, don’t you?
And when you die, wisdom will 

die with you!
 3 Well, I know a few things myself—

and you’re no better than I am.
Who doesn’t know these things 

you’ve been saying?
 4 Yet my friends laugh at me,

for I call on God and expect an 
answer.

I am a just and blameless man,
yet they laugh at me.

 5 People who are at ease mock those 
in trouble.

They give a push to people who 
are stumbling.

 6 But robbers are left in peace,
and those who provoke God live 

in safety—
though God keeps them in his 

power.*
 7 “Just ask the animals, and they 

will teach you.
Ask the birds of the sky, and 

they will tell you.

 8 Speak to the earth, and it will 
instruct you.

Let the fish in the sea speak to 
you.

 9 For they all know
that my disaster* has come from 

the hand of the Lord.
10 For the life of every living thing is 

in his hand,
and the breath of every human 

being.
11 The ear tests the words it hears

just as the mouth distinguishes 
between foods.

12 Wisdom belongs to the aged,
and understanding to the old.

13 “But true wisdom and power are 
found in God;

counsel and understanding are 
his.

14 What he destroys cannot be 
rebuilt.

When he puts someone in 
prison, there is no escape.

15 If he holds back the rain, the earth 
becomes a desert.

If he releases the waters, they 
flood the earth.

Lord, David knew you well. He prayed, “Lord, where  
do I put my hope? My only hope is in you” (Psalm 39:7).  
This statement is so simple and so true. Thank you that 
you are the exact center for both hope and certainty. 
Amen.
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I will bring honor to your name in every generation. 
    Therefore, the nations will praise you forever and ever.
PSALM 45:17

963

Lord, bless grandparents—those who influence  
not only their children but also their children’s children. 
May that influence be loving and long-lasting, focused 
on faith and rich with affirmation. Amen. 11

SEPTEMBER 

JOB 40:1–42:17
Then the Lord said to  Job,
 2 “Do you still want to argue with 

the Almighty?
You are God’s critic, but do you 

have the answers?”
3

 Then  Job replied to the Lord,
 4 “I am  nothing—  how could I ever 

find the answers?
I will cover my mouth with my 

hand.
 5 I have said too much already.

I have nothing more to say.”
6

 Then the Lord answered  Job from 
the whirlwind:
 7 “Brace yourself like a man,

because I have some questions 
for you,

and you must answer them.
 8 “Will you discredit my justice

and condemn me just to prove 
you are right?

 9 Are you as strong as God?

Can you thunder with a voice 
like his?

10 All right, put on your glory and 
splendor,

your honor and majesty.
11 Give vent to your anger.

Let it overflow against the 
proud.

12 Humiliate the proud with a glance;
walk on the wicked where they 

stand.
13 Bury them in the dust.

Imprison them in the world of 
the dead.

14 Then even I would praise you,
for your own strength would 

save you.
15 “Take a look at Behemoth,*

which I made, just as I made 
you.

It eats grass like an ox.
16 See its powerful loins

and the muscles of its belly.
17 Its tail is as strong as a cedar.

The sinews of its thighs are knit 
tightly together.
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Respect everyone, and love the family of believers. 
Fear God, and respect the king.
1 PETER 2:17

November 24 1320
45 I will walk in freedom,

for I have devoted myself to your 
commandments.

46 I will speak to kings about your 
laws,

and I will not be ashamed.
47 How I delight in your commands!

How I love them!
48 I honor and love your  

commands.

I meditate on your  
decrees.

119:37 Some manuscripts read in your ways. 

PROVERBS 28:11
11 Rich people may think they are 

wise,
but a poor person with 

discernment can see right 
through them.

EZEKIEL 47:1–48:35
In my vision, the man brought me 
back to the entrance of the Temple. 
There I saw a stream flowing east from 
beneath the door of the Temple and 
passing to the right of the altar on its 
south side. 2 The man brought me out-
side the wall through the north gate-
way and led me around to the eastern 
entrance. There I could see the water 
flowing out through the south side of 
the east gateway.

3
 Measuring as he went, he took me 

along the stream for 1,750  feet* and 
then led me across. The water was 
up to my ankles. 4 He measured off 
another 1,750 feet and led me across 
again. This time the water was up to 
my knees. After another 1,750 feet, it 
was up to my waist. 5 Then he mea-
sured another 1,750 feet, and the river 
was too deep to walk across. It was 
deep enough to swim in, but too deep 
to walk through.

6
 He asked me, “Have you been 

watching, son of man?” Then he led 
me back along the riverbank. 7 When 
I returned, I was surprised by the 
sight of many trees growing on both 
sides of the river. 8 Then he said to me, 
“This river flows east through the des-
ert into the valley of the Dead Sea.* 
The waters of this stream will make 
the salty waters of the Dead Sea fresh 

and pure. 9 There will be swarms of liv-
ing things wherever the water of this 
river flows.* Fish will abound in the 
Dead Sea, for its waters will become 
fresh. Life will flourish wherever this 
water flows. 10 Fishermen will stand 
along the shores of the Dead Sea. All 
the way from  En-  gedi to  En-  eg la im, 
the shores will be covered with nets 
drying in the sun. Fish of  every kind 
will fill the Dead Sea, just as they fill 
the Mediterranean.* 11 But the marshes 
and swamps will not be purified; they 
will still be salty. 12 Fruit trees of all 
kinds will grow along both sides of 
the river. The leaves of these trees will 
never turn brown and fall, and there 
will always be fruit on their branches. 
There will be a new crop  every month, 
for they are watered by the river flow-
ing from the Temple. The fruit will be 
for food and the leaves for healing.”

13
 This is what the Sovereign Lord 

says: “Divide the land in this way 
for the twelve tribes of Is ra el: The 
descendants of Jo seph will be given 
two shares of land.* 14 Otherwise each 
tribe will receive an equal share. I 
took a solemn oath and swore that 
I would give this land to your ances-
tors, and it will now come to you as 
your possession.

15
 “These are the boundaries of 

the land: The northern border 

Lord, I pray for journalists today. Give them objectivity 
and a desire to stick to the facts as they report stories. Give 
them a passion for honesty, even when others discourage 
them. They lead in shaping public opinion; help them  
lead with integrity as they deliver the news. Amen.
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DAY 28

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord! 
    I will be joyful in the God of my salvation!
HABAKKUK 3:18

December 18 1414
 4 Give thanks to him who alone does 

mighty miracles.
His faithful love endures forever.

 5 Give thanks to him who made the 
heavens so skillfully.

His faithful love endures forever.
 6 Give thanks to him who placed the 

earth among the waters.
His faithful love endures forever.

 7 Give thanks to him who made the 
heavenly  lights—

His faithful love endures forever.
 8 the sun to rule the day,

His faithful love endures forever.
 9 and the moon and stars to rule the 

night.
His faithful love endures forever.

10 Give thanks to him who killed the 
firstborn of Egypt.

His faithful love endures forever.
11 He brought Israel out of Egypt.

His faithful love endures forever.
12 He acted with a strong hand and 

powerful arm.
His faithful love endures forever.

13 Give thanks to him who parted the 
Red Sea.*

His faithful love endures forever.
14 He led Israel safely through,

His faithful love endures forever.
15 but he hurled Pharaoh and his 

army into the Red Sea.
His faithful love endures forever.

16 Give thanks to him who led 
his people through the 
wilderness.

His faithful love endures forever.

17 Give thanks to him who struck 
down mighty kings.

His faithful love endures forever.
18 He killed powerful  kings—

His faithful love endures forever.
19 Sihon king of the Amorites,

His faithful love endures forever.
20 and Og king of Bashan.

His faithful love endures forever.
21 God gave the land of these kings as 

an  inheritance—
His faithful love endures forever.

22 a special possession to his servant 
Israel.

His faithful love endures forever.
23 He remembered us in our weakness.

His faithful love endures forever.
24 He saved us from our enemies.

His faithful love endures forever.
25 He gives food to every living thing.

His faithful love endures forever.
26 Give thanks to the God of heaven.

His faithful love endures forever.
136:13 Hebrew sea of reeds; also in 136:15. 

PROVERBS 30:7-9
 7 O God, I beg two favors from you;

let me have them before I die.
 8 First, help me never to tell a lie.

Second, give me neither poverty 
nor riches!

Give me just enough to satisfy 
my needs.

 9 For if I grow rich, I may deny you 
and say, “Who is the Lord?”

And if I am too poor, I may steal 
and thus insult God’s holy 
name.

HABAKKUK 1:1–3:19
This is the message that the prophet 
Ha bak kuk received in a vision.
 2 How long, O Lord, must I call for 

help?

But you do not listen!
“Violence is everywhere!” I cry,

but you do not come to save.
 3 Must I forever see these evil deeds?

Why must I watch all this 
misery?

Lord, thank you for the Salvation Army. Give joy to all 
who ring Salvation Army bells this season. May they lead 
the way in inspiring a generous spirit among all people. 
Amen.
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DAY 29

Let them all praise the name of the Lord. 
    For his name is very great; 
    his glory towers over the earth and heaven!
PSALM 148:13

1451 December 29
 3 do not waste your strength on 

women,
on those who ruin kings.

 4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, to 
guzzle wine.

Rulers should not crave alcohol.
 5 For if they drink, they may forget 

the law
and not give justice to the 

oppressed.

 6 Alcohol is for the  
dying,

and wine for those in bitter 
distress.

 7 Let them drink to forget their 
poverty

and remember their troubles no 
more.

31:1 Or of  Lem u el, king of  Mas sa; or of King  Lem u el, 
an oracle. 

ZECHARIAH 14:1-21
Watch, for the day of the Lord is com-
ing when your possessions will be 
plundered right in front of you! 2 I will 
gather all the nations to fight against 
Je ru sa lem. The city will be taken, the 
houses looted, and the women raped. 
Half the population will be taken 
into captivity, and the rest will be left 
among the ruins of the city.

3
 Then the Lord will go out to fight 

against those nations, as he has 
fought in times past. 4

 On that day his 
feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, 
east of Je ru sa lem. And the Mount of 
Olives will split apart, making a wide 
valley running from east to west. Half 
the mountain will move toward the 
north and half toward the south. 5 You 
will flee through this valley, for it will 
reach across to Azal.* Yes, you will 
flee as you did from the earthquake in 
the days of King  Uz ziah of Ju dah. Then 
the Lord my God will come, and all 
his holy ones with him.*

6
 On that day the sources of light 

will no longer shine,* 7
 yet there will 

be continuous day! Only the Lord 
knows how this could happen. There 
will be no normal day and night, for at 
evening time it will still be light.

8
 On that day  life-  giving waters will 

flow out from Je ru sa lem, half toward 
the Dead Sea and half toward the 

Mediterranean,* flowing continu-
ously in both summer and winter.

9
 And the Lord will be king over 

all the earth. On that day there will 
be one Lord—  his name alone will be 
worshiped.

10
 All the land from Geba, north 

of Ju dah, to Rim mon, south of Je ru-
sa lem, will become one vast plain. 
But Je ru sa lem will be raised up in its 
original place and will be inhabited 
all the way from the Ben ja min Gate 
over to the site of the old gate, then to 
the Corner Gate, and from the Tower 
of Han a nel to the king’s winepresses. 
11

 And Je ru sa lem will be filled, safe 
at last, never again to be cursed and 
destroyed.

12
 And the Lord will send a plague 

on all the nations that fought against 
Je ru sa lem. Their people will become 
like walking corpses, their flesh rot-
ting away. Their eyes will rot in their 
sockets, and their tongues will rot in 
their mouths. 13

 On that day they will 
be terrified, stricken by the Lord with 
great panic. They will fight their neigh-
bors hand to hand. 14

  Ju dah, too, will 
be fighting at Je ru sa lem. The wealth 
of all the neighboring nations will be 
 captured—  great quantities of gold and 
silver and fine clothing. 15

 This same 
plague will strike the horses, mules, 

Lord, I pray for the people who run small businesses 
in my community and in this country. Bless them, and 
through them bless the families of their workers. Amen.
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DAY 30

I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help 
them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them.
1 TIMOTHY 2:1

OctOber 17 1166

JEREMIAH 30:1–31:26
The Lord gave another message to 
Jer e mi ah. He said, 2

 “This is what the 
Lord, the God of Is ra el, says: Write 
down for the record every thing I have 
said to you, Jer e mi ah. 3

 For the time 
is coming when I will restore the for
tunes of my people of Is ra el and Ju
dah. I will bring them home to this 
land that I gave to their ancestors, and 
they will possess it again. I, the Lord, 
have spoken!”

4
 This is the message the Lord gave 

concerning Is ra el and Ju dah. 5
 This is 

what the Lord says:
“I hear cries of fear;

there is terror and no peace.
 6 Now let me ask you a question:

Do men give birth to babies?
Then why do they stand there, 

 ashen  faced,
hands pressed against their sides
like a woman in labor?

 7 In all history there has never been 
such a time of terror.

It will be a time of trouble for my 
people Israel.*

Yet in the end they will be saved!
 8 For in that day,”

says the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies,

“I will break the yoke from their 
necks

and snap their chains.
Foreigners will no longer be their 

masters.
 9 For my people will serve the 

Lord their God
and their king descended from 

 David—
the king I will raise up for them.

10 “So do not be afraid, Jacob, my 
servant;

do not be dismayed, Israel,”

says the Lord.
“For I will bring you home again 

from distant lands,
and your children will return 

from their exile.
Israel will return to a life of peace 

and quiet,
and no one will terrorize them.

11 For I am with you and will save 
you,”

says the Lord.
“I will completely destroy the 

nations where I have 
scattered you,

but I will not completely destroy 
you.

I will discipline you, but with 
justice;

I cannot let you go 
unpunished.”

12 This is what the Lord says:
“Your injury is  incurable—

a terrible wound.
13 There is no one to help you

or to bind up your injury.
No medicine can heal you.

14 All your  lovers—  your  allies—  have 
left you

and do not care about you 
anymore.

I have wounded you cruelly,
as though I were your enemy.

For your sins are many,
and your guilt is great.

15 Why do you protest your 
 punishment—

this wound that has no cure?
I have had to punish you

because your sins are many
and your guilt is great.

16 “But all who devour you will be 
devoured,

and all your enemies will be 
sent into exile.

Lord, thank you for the reminder to pray “for kings and 
all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and 
quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity” (1 Timothy 
2:2). Hear me as I pray for our leaders today, and give 
me wisdom. Amen.
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DAY 25

Let them praise the Lord for his great love 
    and for the wonderful things he has done for them.
PSALMS 107:15

November 9 1260
37 They even sacrificed their sons

and their daughters to the 
demons.

38 They shed innocent blood,
the blood of their sons and 

daughters.
By sacrificing them to the idols 

of Canaan,
they polluted the land with 

murder.
39 They defiled themselves by their 

evil deeds,
and their love of idols was 

adultery in the Lord’s sight.
40 That is why the Lord’s anger 

burned against his people,
and he abhorred his own special 

possession.
41 He handed them over to pagan 

nations,
and they were ruled by those 

who hated them.
42 Their enemies crushed them

and brought them under their 
cruel power.

43 Again and again he rescued  
them,

but they chose to rebel against 
him,

and they were finally destroyed 
by their sin.

44 Even so, he pitied them in their 
distress

and listened to their cries.
45 He remembered his covenant with 

them
and relented because of his 

unfailing love.
46 He even caused their captors

to treat them with kindness.
47 Save us, O Lord our God!

Gather us back from among the 
nations,

so we can thank your holy name
and rejoice and praise you.

48 Praise the Lord, the God of Israel,
who lives from everlasting to 

everlasting!
Let all the people say, “Amen!”
Praise the Lord!

106:33 Hebrew They embittered his spirit. 

PROVERBS 27:10
10 Never abandon a  friend—

either yours or your father’s.
When disaster strikes, you won’t 

have to ask your brother for 
assistance.

It’s better to go to a neighbor 
than to a brother who lives 
far away.

EZEKIEL 20:1-49
On August  14,* during the seventh 
year of King Je hoi a chin’s captivity, 
some of the leaders of Is ra el came 
to request a message from the Lord. 
They sat down in front of me to wait 
for his reply. 2 Then this message came 
to me from the Lord: 3 “Son of man, 
tell the leaders of Is ra el, ‘This is what 
the Sovereign Lord says: How dare 
you come to ask me for a message? 
As surely as I live, says the Sovereign 
Lord, I will tell you nothing!’

4
 “Son of man, bring charges against 

them and condemn them. Make them 
realize how detestable the sins of their 
ancestors real ly were. 5 Give them this 
message from the Sovereign Lord: 
When I chose Is ra el—  when I revealed 
myself to the descendants of Jacob in 
 Egypt—  I took a solemn oath that I, 
the Lord, would be their God. 6 I took 
a solemn oath that day that I would 
bring them out of Egypt to a land I had 
discovered and explored for  them—  a 
good land, a land flowing with milk 

Lord, be with those who run toward danger, not away from 
it. May your hand guide and guard first responders: para
medics, emergency medical technicians, firefighters, police 
officers, and all those who risk it all to save others. Thank 
you for their service and sacrifice. Amen.
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DAY 26

By his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way 
through the curtain into the Most Holy Place.
HEBREWS 10:20

1269 November 11
10 Who will bring me into the 

fortified city?
Who will bring me victory over 

Edom?
11 Have you rejected us, O God?

Will you no longer march with 
our armies?

12 Oh, please help us against our 
enemies,

for all human help is  
useless.

13 With God’s help we will do mighty 
things,

for he will trample down our 
foes.

108:7 Or in his sanctuary. 

PROVERBS 27:12
12 A prudent person foresees danger 

and takes precautions.
The simpleton goes blindly on 

and suffers the consequences.

EZEKIEL 23:1-49
This message came to me from the 
Lord: 2 “Son of man, once there were 
two sisters who were daughters of the 
same mother. 3 They became prosti
tutes in Egypt. Even as young girls, 
they allowed men to fondle their 
breasts. 4 The older girl was named 
Oho lah, and her sister was Ohol i
bah. I married them, and they bore 
me sons and daughters. I am speak
ing of Sa mar ia and Je ru sa lem, for 
Oho lah  is  Sa mar ia and Ohol i bah is 
Je ru sa lem.

5
 “Then Oho lah lusted after other 

lovers instead of me, and she gave her 
love to the As syr ian officers. 6 They 
were all attractive young men, cap
tains and commanders dressed in 
handsome blue,  char i oteers driving 
their horses. 7 And so she prostituted 
herself with the most desirable men 
of As syr ia, worshiping their idols* 
and defiling herself. 8 For when she 
left Egypt, she did not leave her spirit 
of prostitution behind. She was still 
as lewd as in her youth, when the 
Egyptians slept with her, fondled her 
breasts, and used her as a prostitute.

9
 “And so I handed her over to her 

As syr ian lovers, whom she desired 
so much. 10 They stripped her, took 
away her children as their slaves, and 
then killed her. After she received 

her punishment, her reputation was 
known to  every woman in the land.

11
 “Yet even though Ohol i bah saw 

what had happened to Oho lah, her 
sister, she followed right in her foot
steps. And she was even more de
praved, abandoning herself to her lust 
and prostitution. 12 She fawned over 
all the As syr ian  officers—  those cap
tains and commanders in handsome 
uniforms, those  char i oteers driving 
their  horses—  all of them attractive 
young men. 13 I saw the way she was 
going, defiling herself just like her 
older sister.

14
 “Then she carried her prostitu

tion even further. She fell in love 
with pictures that were painted on a 
 wall—  pictures of  Bab ylonian* mili
tary officers, outfitted in striking red 
uniforms. 15 Handsome belts encircled 
their waists, and flowing turbans 
crowned their heads. They were 
dressed like char i ot officers from the 
land of  Bab ylonia.* 16 When she saw 
these paintings, she longed to give 
herself to them, so she sent messen
gers to  Bab ylonia to invite them to 
come to her. 17 So they came and com
mitted adultery with her, defiling her 
in the bed of love. After being defiled, 
however, she rejected them in disgust.

18
 “In the same way, I became dis

gusted with Ohol i bah and rejected 

Lord, I’m grateful for our veterans. Bless all the men and 
women who have served in the armed forces and those 
who fought to protect our country. Grant them peace. 
Amen.
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